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What do Candidates for Deputies of Maslikhat, their Authorized Persons Need to Know about Elections
Pursuant to items 2 and 3 of article 33, item 3 of article 86 of the Constitution of the Republic of Kazakhstan and Constitutional Law of the Republic of Kazakhstan On Elections in the Republic of Kazakhstan (hereinafter – Law on Elections) a citizen of the Republic of Kazakhstan, who turned twenty that has a right to vote may be Maslikhat deputy. 

Citizen of the Republic of Kazakhstan may be a deputy of only one Maslikhat. 

Citizens disqualified by court and placed with institutions of confinement by court decision do not participate in elections.

Person having a conviction that is outstanding or non-quashed under the procedure set by the law cannot be a candidate for Maslikhat deputy.
Nomination of Candidates for Maslikhat Deputies
Nomination of candidates for Maslikhat deputies starts two month and comes to an end one month prior to the day of elections if not set otherwise at calling an election. 

Nomination of candidates for Maslikhat deputies is performed by republican or local public associations registered as per the established procedure as well as their structural subdivisions and citizens by self-nomination. 

Nomination of candidates for Maslikhat deputies by republican or local public associations, their structural subdivisions is performed by their superior bodies specifying an electorate, where each candidate will go to the polls. 
Public associations are not entitled to nominate entities to candidates for deputies that are not members to this public association.  
Public association or its structural subdivision may nominate only one candidate for Maslikhat deputy in each electorate. The decision on nomination of candidates for deputies is taken by majority of votes from the total number of superior body members of republican or local public association, its structural subdivision and is executed by excerpt from the minutes.

Decision of the superior body of public association: 

1) is communicated to the nominated candidate; 

2) is send to the relevant district electoral commission together with candidate’s application stating his/her consent to stand for election. 

Nomination of candidates for Maslikhat deputies is performed by citizens by self-nomination by filing an application on intention to run an election for Maslikhat deputy on this territorial electorate to a corresponding district election commission. 

Nobody can be nominated as a candidate in more than one electorate. 

In the event if less than two candidates are registered for Maslikhat deputies on closing of registration of candidates in a corresponding electorate, the territorial election commission extends the term of candidates nomination for not more than twenty days upon submission of a relevant district commission. 
District election commission within three days defines compliance of a candidate with requirements set by the Constitution and the Law on Elections. 

Registration of Candidates for Maslikhat Deputies

Registration of candidates for Maslikhat deputies starts two month and comes to an end twenty five days prior to Election Day, if not established otherwise at calling an election.

Registration of candidates for Maslikhat deputies is performed pursuant to the article 104 of the Law on Elections.

Cancellation of the decision on registration of a candidate or reinstatement of a candidate earlier cancelled from registration two days prior voting is not allowed. (item 6 article 104 of the Law on Elections).

Failure to register a candidate or cancellation of a decision on registration may be appealed within seven day period by a public association or a candidate himself/herself with the district election commission or court. Thereby district election commission or court make a decision on the appeal within seven days from the date of appeal submission (item 7 article 104).

In the event if less than two candidates for Maslikhat deputies are registered with a corresponding electorate on candidates registration closing day, the territorial election commission shall extend the period of nomination of candidates for not more than twenty days upon the submission of the corresponding district election commission (item 7 article 103). 
Authorized Representatives of Candidates for Maslikhat Deputies
Candidates for Maslikhat deputies are entitled to have authorized representatives, who would assist them in campaigning, election propaganda implementation, represent interests of candidates.

Candidates for Maslikhat deputies define authorized representatives at their discretion in the amount not exceeding three persons per each polling station in a relevant electorate and advise on them for registration purposes to a relevant election commission.

Persons proposed by a candidate as authorized representatives submit an application on their consent to be an authorized representative to the election commission.
Election commission following registration of authorized representatives issues corresponding certificates to them.

Authorized person has to be the citizen of the Republic of Kazakhstan, he/she cannot be a member to any election commission, person holding a position of a political state official. 

Register of positions of political state officials is approved by the Decree of the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan No. 317on December 29, 1999.
Authorized persons shall act within their authorities granted to them in writing by a candidate. 
Withdrawal of a Candidate, Cancellation of a Decision to Nominate a Candidate for Maslikhat Deputy
A candidate for Maslikhat deputy may withdraw his/hers candidacy by applying in writing to the district election commission during the period from the day of registration and two days prior voting.  
Superior body of the republican or local public association during the period before and after registration may cancel its decision on nomination of a candidate for Maslikhat deputy by submission of a relevant communication to the district election commission. 

In such cases district election commission does not register a candidate or changes its decision on registration of a candidate.  

If withdrawal of candidacy or cancellation of a decision on nomination of a candidate were made without compelling circumstances then district election commission is entitled to charge part of incurred campaigning costs to account of a candidate or accordingly public association that nominated him/her.

On Election Campaign and Election Program of Candidates for Maslikhat Deputies
Election campaign starts from the date of completion of candidates registration and comes to an end at 00.00, local time, one day prior to election date. 

Election campaign is an activity aimed at encouraging voters to participate in voting for one or another candidate.

Foreigners, stateless persons, foreign legal entities and international organizations are prohibited to carry out activities preventing and (or) encouraging nomination and election of candidates, achievement of a certain result at elections.

Election campaign shall be performed:

1) though mass media;

2) by holding public election activities (election meetings with voters, public election debates and discussions, rallies, demonstrations and other election activities as per the procedure established under the legislation and not prohibited by the Constitutional Law On Elections in the Republic of Kazakhstan), 

as well as personal meetings of candidates and their authorized persons with voters;

3) by issue and (or) distribution of print media, audio and video and other campaign materials.

It is prohibited to perform campaigning, distribute any election campaign materials to the following entities:

1) state bodies, local governments as well as their officials at discharge of their functions;

2) military servants of Armed forces, other forces and military units, national security staff, law enforcement bodies and judges;

3) members of election commissions;

4) religious unions.

Journalists, executive officers of mass media editors office registered by candidates or their authorized persons are not entitled to give coverage to elections via mass media. 

Candidates for Maslikhat deputies serving as public officers of state bodies are not allowed to use advantages of their official capacity and position.

The following is regarded as exploiting advantages of official capacity and position:

1) attraction of persons subordinate or otherwise depending in respect of their service to implementation of election campaign except for cases when stated persons implement a campaign as authorized persons of a candidate;

2) use of facilities employed by state bodies for implementation of activities supporting candidate’s election if other candidates are not guaranteed use of the aforementioned premises on the same conditions.

It is prohibited to hold improper election campaign. 

Improper election campaign is deemed to be a campaign accompanied with  free or favorable terms provision of goods, services, securities, running  lotteries, charity, making payments or promises to do so in relation to voters except for free distribution of print media, including illustrative materials and pins, flags specifically produced for an election campaign. 

Candidates, persons on their behalf or in their support, any legal entities or individuals are not allowed to hold charity activities except for entertainment and sports from the date of calling an election.
Violation of the aforementioned rules by candidates and their authorized persons entail cancellation of decision on registration of a candidate.

From the moment of registration closing in line with the Law on Elections and till closing of election campaign, candidates shall be entitled for promotion and propaganda of their election program in print mass media. 
Candidates shall be guaranteed equal conditions in respect of access to mass media for campaigning:

- the state guarantees candidates equal allocation of funds for presentation of their programs via mass media. Each candidate shall be granted funds for fifteen minute speech on TV, ten minute speech on radio and publication of two articles of not more than 0.1 printer’s sheet in print media.

- mass media provide broadcast time, plate area to registered candidates on a contract basis. Contract terms on provision of broadcast time and plate area in mass media shall not create advantages to one or another candidate.

- agreement to allocate broadcast time, plate area given by a mass media to one of the candidates shall be construed as an agreement to allocate broadcast time, plate area to other candidates as well. 
- sequence of speeches of candidates in mass media shall be set based on the sequence of receipt of applications or by lot in the event if applications come at the same time.

- it shall be prohibited to interrupt or comment speeches of candidates on TV and radio immediately after the speech as well as in print media in the same edition.

Corresponding election commissions  allocate an equal amount of money to candidates for publication of posters, leaflets, steamers and other campaigning print materials. All campaigning print materials shall contain data on the organization, which issued materials, place where they were printed and size of edition, persons that made an order and information on which budget allocated funds for publication. 

It shall be prohibited to produce campaigning print materials outside of the Republic of Kazakhstan, distribute anonymous campaigning materials.

Local executive bodies together with relevant election commission define places for posting campaign print materials for all candidates and equip them with stands, panels and display cabinets. Campaign print materials shall be placed on conditions ensuring equal rights for all candidates.

Candidates shall be entitled to post campaign print materials in other places should there be an approval of the owner of a relevant facility.

It shall be prohibited to post campaign materials on monuments, obelisks, buildings and structures of historical, cultural or architectural value as well as voting premises. Information on candidates in a single format with a picture of a candidate and standard set of data defined by the Central Election Commission shall be placed in the premises of election commission and poling premises.

Candidates shall be entitled to pay for costs related to speeches in mass media, holding public election campaigns, publication of additional campaign materials, as well as travel and subsistence expenses from their election funds. It shall be prohibited for these purposes to attract other funds from other sources, accept any goods, works and services, not covered by election funds of candidates, used by a candidate during an election campaign, assistance by a candidate for provision of these services to  the aforementioned individuals and legal entities.
Candidates for deputies present their Election Programs of their future activities. Election program shall not promulgate ideas of violent changes of constitutional system, violation of integrity of the Republic, threat to safety of the state, fomentation of social, racial, national, religious, birth and family discord, violence and cruelty cult as well as establishment of military units not envisaged by the legislation.

In the event if the aforementioned requirements shall be violated, relevant election commission shall be entitled to disallow registration to a candidate, in the event if a candidate provides such election program after registration – to cancel the decision on his/hers registration.

Any election campaigns shall be banned on election day and one day prior to it. 
State Funding of Election of Maslikhat Deputies
Republican budget shall cover the following expenses: 

1) organization and activities of election commission, rental costs, subsistence expenses, payroll of consultants, experts; 

2) speeches of candidates in mass media pursuant to the Law on Elections; 

3) promotion of public election activities of candidates and issue of campaign materials of candidates produced pursuant to items 4 and 5 of article 28 of the Law on Elections; 

4) transportation costs of candidates in the amounts set by the Central Election Commission. 

Funding of elections in the Republic by international organizations and international public associations, foreign state bodies, foreign legal entities and citizens as well as stateless citizens, any form of direct or indirect participation in elections funding in the Republic shall be prohibited.

Non-State Funding of Elections 
Election campaign of candidates at elections of Maslikhat deputies may be financed from an election fund of candidates for Maslikhat deputies. 

Procedure for registration of election funds of candidates shall be set by the Ministry of Justice.

Only legitimate funds may be directed to election funds.

Maximum amount of funds that may be directed to an election fund of a candidate for Maslikhat deputy shall comprise of:

1) own funds of a candidate, which total amount shall not exceed the size of a minimum wage set by a legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan by more than hundred times;

2) funds allocated for a candidate by a public association, which nominated him/her. The total amount of these funds shall not exceed the size of a minimum size of wage set by the legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan by more than two hundred times; 

3) voluntary donations of citizens and organizations of the Republic of Kazakhstan, which total amount shall not exceed minimum size of wage set by the Republic of Kazakhstan by more than three hundred times. 

Monetary funds received in excess of the set size shall not be subject to a transfer to election funds and shall be returned to citizens and organizations that transferred them. Thereby costs associated to the refunds of the aforementioned funds shall be covered at the expense of citizens and organizations, which transferred them. Anonymous donations shall become a revenue of the republican budget. 

Monetary funds forming an election fund shall be transferred to a special temporary account opened in banking institutions by a relevant election commission following a registration of a candidate for Maslikhat deputy. Revenues on the aforementioned account shall not be accrued nor paid. The right of use of funds of an election fund shall rest solely with a candidate. Procedure of spending funds of an election fund is set under the Resolution of the Central Election Commission of the Republic of Kazakhstan No. 19/122 dated August 7, 1999. 
In the event if a candidate withdraws its candidacy of if a decision on candidate’s nomination or registration is canceled, funds received by a an election fund shall be subject to an immediate refund to citizens and organizations that transferred them.  Thereby costs associated with refund of the aforementioned funds shall be covered by citizens and organizations that transferred them. 
All financial operations including  payments to individuals and legal entities, mandatory deductions, taxes and other payments to the budget on special temporary accounts shall terminate at 18. 00 one day prior to election date. 

Not later that five days following definition of outcomes of election, a candidate shall be obliged to submit a report on use of funds of his/her election fund to a corresponding election commission. Two thirds of funds of an election fund that were not spend for the purposes of election campaign shall be transferred to the republican budget, one third shall be returned to candidate for Maslikhat deputy. 

Should a candidate for Maslikhat deputy violate the rules of this section as well as a procedure set by the Central Election Commission in respect of election funds spending, it shall entail cancellation of a decision on registration of a candidate, if it happens after elections and before registration of a candidate as a Maslikhat deputy – acknowledgement of elections on a corresponding district as void. 

Guarantees of Activities of Candidates for Maslikhat Deputy during Election Campaign 
Candidates for Maslikhat deputies shall be entitled to be exempt from work, military service and reserve duty training exercise from the day of their registration till publication of election results. When candidates participate in elections only their work record for speciality he/she worked till registration day is taken into account. 

Candidates for Maslikhat deputies cannot be fired, transferred to a different job or position without their consent as well as send for a business trip or called for reserve duty training exercise from the day of their registration till publication of election results.  
Responsibility for Violation of the Legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan on Elections 
A person shall bear criminal, administrative and other responsibility for violation of the legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan on Elections 1.

Central Election Commission 

of the Republic of Kazakhstan 
1 The Handbook refers to provisions of articles of the Constitutional Law of the Republic of Kazakhstan On Elections in the Republic of Kazakhstan, Resolutions of the Central Election Commission of the Republic of Kazakhstan 
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