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COMMEMORATIVE BOOKLET
for the member of district electoral committee on maslikhat deputies elections 
District electoral committees on maslikhat deputies election (hereinafter district electoral committees) organize and conduct maslikhat deputies elections in election districts.    
Status and authorities of district electoral commissions are identified pursuant to constitutional law of the Republic of Kazakhstan “On elections in the republic of Kazakhstan” (hereinafter – the Law on elections).

Forming order of district electoral commissions, requirement to its members are defined according to the Chapter 2 of General part of the Law on elections.    
Composition of district electoral commissions is published in mass media within 10 days after the day elections were declared (point 3 of article 15 of the Law on elections).

Authorities of district electoral commissions  
District electoral commissions act strictly pursuant to the Law on elections.

District electoral commission: 

1) controls execution of the law on elections on the territory of appropriate election district; 

2) organizes maslikhat deputies elections; 

3) organizes and coordinates activities of divisional election committees; cancels and suspends their decisions; controls establishment of necessary material and technical conditions for activities of divisional election committees; considers requests and complaints to decisions and actions (inactions) of divisional election committees; if violations of the Law on elections are revealed, it appeals to the body forming electoral commission or court with a claim to cease activity of electoral commission; 

4) registers nominated candidates to the position of maslikhat deputies, their  

authorized delegates, grants them appropriate certificates, publishes messages of candidates’ registration in local mass media; 

5) controls timeliness and correctness of composition of voters lists and opens them to public inspection; 

6) ensures supply with voting papers of divisional election committees; 

7) is entitled to hear the accounts of divisional election committees and governmental bodies and organizations, located on the territory of the district, on questions concerned to preparation and conduction of elections, and information of public associations on questions of observation of the law on elections; 

8) receives reports of the results of elections from divisional committees, forms on their base the results of elections on the district, publishes information about this in mass media; 

9) conducts repeat elections and elections instead of dropped out maslikhat deputies; 

10) conducts other authorities according to the law of the Republic of Kazakhstan.

Governmental agencies, local governments, and their officials are obliged to assist electoral committees to accomplish their authorities, provide them with necessary information and materials, reply for applications of electoral committees within three days, and immediately at the day of elections or previous day (article 20). 

Meetings of district electoral commission
Activity of electoral committees shall be collective, public and open. 

Meetings of commissions are conducted minimum one time for two weeks, when election campaign is prepared and conducted. Otherwise committees conduct their meetings when it is necessary on initiative of the Chairman or more than one third part of the committee members.   
Meetings of the electoral committees are legally qualified, if more than two thirds of total number of the committee members take part in them.  

The majority of votes from the total number of their members takes committee decisions with a help of open vote except other cases stated in the Law on elections. Members of electoral committee, who do not consent to its decision, are entitled to express special opinion, which is immediately brought to higher electoral committee's notice and is enclosed in written form to the report of committee meeting.  

Candidates, authorized delegates, observers, representatives of mass media may attend the meetings of electoral committee, in presence of service certificate and task of editorial board.

Candidates for the position of deputy are informed in advance of the meetings of appropriate electoral committees and agenda. 

Rights of authorized delegates, observers, representatives of mass media provided by the Law on elections cannot be limited.   
Authorities of observer shall be certified in writing with indication of his last name, first name, patronymic, number of polling station (denomination of electoral committee), date of elections. This document is certified with stamp of granting organization and valid when presenting ID card of observer.  

Observers of foreign states and international organizations, and representatives of foreign mass media shall be accredited in Central electoral committee on presentation of Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan. Central electoral committee grants certifications of standard pattern to accredited observers of foreign states, international organizations and representatives of foreign mass media.     
Electoral committees finance electoral arrangements 
Central electoral committee finance electoral arrangements concerning maslikhat deputies elections through accounts of local governments, which are established for these purposes. 
The Chairmen of electoral committees control funds and are responsible for correspondence of financial documents to the decisions of electoral committees on financial questions (article 35). 

Nomination of candidates for the position of 

maslikhat deputies
Terms of nomination of candidates for the position of maslikhat deputies are determined according to regulations of the Law on elections.

Nomination of candidates for the position of maslikhat deputies is executed by republican or local public associations registered in stated order, and their structural divisions and citizens with a help of nomination of themselves. 
Nomination of candidates for the position of maslikhat deputies by republican or local public associations, their structural divisions is produced by their higher bodies specifying electoral district, where every candidate will run for deputy.  

Public associations are not entitled to state persons, who are not members of this public association.   
Public association or its structural division can state only one candidate for the position of maslikhat deputies. Decision of nomination of candidates for the position of maslikhat deputies is taken by the majority of the total number of members of higher body of republican or local public association, its structural division and is formed as extract from the minutes.

Decision of higher body of public association: 

1) shall be brought to advanced candidate's notice; 

2) jointly with candidate’s application of consent to run for deputy shall be directed to appropriate district electoral committee.  

Citizens are nominated to candidates for the position of maslikhat deputies in order of nomination of themselves, presenting to the appropriate district electoral committee application of intention to run for deputy of maslikhat on this territorial electoral body (point 2, 3, 4 of article 103). 

Candidate can be advanced only in one electoral district (point 5 of article 103). 

District electoral committee states correspondence of candidate to the requirements of Constitution and the Law on elections within three days (point 8 of article 103). 

Registration of candidates for the position of 
maslikhat deputies  
Terms of registration of candidates for the position of maslikhat deputies are determined according to regulations of the Law on elections.

To be elected maslikhat deputy, the citizen shall meet the requirements stated in point 3 of article 86 of Constitution, and possess voting right pursuant to points 2 and 3 of article 33 of Constitution and the Law on elections.

Person, having previous convictions, which are not liquidated or expunged in stated legal order (point 4 of article 4) cannot be registered as a candidate for the position of maslikhat deputies.
Registration of candidates for the position of maslikhat deputies is executed according to the article 104 of the Law on elections.

Cancellation of registration of candidate for the position of maslikhat deputies or restoration of candidate earlier took off from the registration two days before the voting are not admitted (point 6 of article 104).

Cancellation of registration of candidate or refusal of decision of registration can be appealed by public association or candidate himself in territorial committee or court. With it, territorial electoral committee or court deliver judgment on complaint within seven days from the day of appeal (point 7 of article 104).

If two or less candidates for the position of maslikhat deputies are registered at the day of candidate registration termination in appropriate electoral district, territorial electoral committee on presentation of appropriate district electoral committee prolongs the term of candidates’ nomination for twenty days (point 7 of article 103). 

Pre-election campaigning
Pre-election campaigning starts from the day of candidates’ registration termination and ends at midnight according local time at the day preceding the day of elections (point 2 of article 27).

Any pre-election campaigning is prohibited at the day of elections and preceding day (point 1 of article 32).

Pre-election campaigning is activity aimed to stimulate voters to participate in voting pro or contra of any candidate.

Foreigners, persons without citizenship, foreign legal persons and international organizations are prohibited to implement activity, preventing and (or) assisting to nomination and election of candidates, achievement of proper result on elections (point 1 of article 27).

Pre-election campaigning is implemented:

1) with a help of mass media;

2) with a help of public pre-election measures (pre-election meetings with voters, public pre-election debates and discussions, rallies, processions, demonstrations and other pre-election actions in stated legal order and permitted by the Constitutional law “On elections in the Republic of Kazakhstan”, and personal meetings of candidates and their authorized delegates with voters;

3) with a help of issue and (or) distribution of print, audiovisual and other agitation materials (point 3 of article 27).

It is prohibited to conduct pre-election agitation, distribute agitation pre-election materials for:

1) governmental bodies, local governments, and their officials on duty;

2) military personnel of Armed Forces, other troops and military units, employees of national security agencies, law machineries and judges;

3) members of electoral committees;

4) religious associations (point 4 of article 27).

Journalists, officials of mass media editorial boards, registered as candidates or their authorized delegates are not entitled to participate in reporting of elections with a help of mass media (point 6 of article 27).

Candidates for the position of maslikhat deputies, which are officials of governmental bodies, are prohibited to use advantages of their official position.  
Use of advantages of official position means:

1) attraction of persons, who are subordinate or under other official dependence, to conduct pre-election agitation, excluding cases when specified persons conduct agitation as authorized delegates of candidate;

2) use of premises, occupied by governmental agencies, to conduct activity promoting election of the candidate, if other candidates are not guaranteed the use of specified premises under the same terms (point 5 of article 27).

Local governments and self-government institutions provide candidates on contractual base with premises for meetings with voters according to the request of electoral committees. Electoral committees compose schedule of meetings of candidates with voters in provided premises and publish it in mass media.  Conditions of premises provision shall be single for all the candidates (point 4 of article 28).

Appropriate electoral committees provide the candidates with equal financing for issuing of posters, leaflets, slogans and other agitation print materials. All agitation print materials shall contain information of organization issuing these materials, location of their printing, number of copies, ordered persons and source of financing. Manufacturing of agitation print materials out of the territory of the Republic of Kazakhstan and distribution of anonymous agitation materials are prohibited (point 5 of article 28).

Local executive agencies jointly with appropriate electoral committees define locations for placement of agitation print materials for all the candidates and provide them with stands, boards and pillars. Agitation print materials are placed on terms, ensuring equal rights for all candidates (point 6 of article 28).

Information of candidates in single format with candidate’s photography and standard data, stated by the Central electoral committee, is placed in premises of electoral committee and premises for voting (point 6 of article 28).

Candidates speak their pre-election program of future activity. Pre-election program shall not proclaim ideas of forcible change of constitutional system, violation of   integrity of the Republic, disruption of national security, fomentation of social, racial, national, religious, class and generic discord, and illegal establishment of military units.

In case of violation of above mentioned requirements, appropriate electoral committee is entitled to deny registration to candidate, and if candidate advances pre-election program after registration, it shall deny decision of candidate registration (article 29). 

Print agitation materials, earlier posted up out of premises of electoral committees and for voting, can remain at their places (point 2 of article 32). 

It is prohibited to conduct public opinion poll in premises for voting at the day of elections (point 9 of article 28).

Withdrawal of candidacy, cancellation of decision of nomination of candidate for the position of maslikhat daputy
Candidate for the position of maslikhat deputy can withdraw his candidacy within period starting from the day of registration and two days before elections, applying to district electoral committee with written request.   
Higher agency of republican or local public association, structural division of public association can cancel its decision of nomination of candidate for the position of maslikhat deputy within period before and after registration, applying to district electoral committee with written request. 

In these cases district electoral committee does not register candidate or denies decision of candidate’s registration.     

If candidacy was withdrawn or decision of candidate nomination was denied without forced circumstances, district electoral committee is entitled to accredit candidate or appropriate public association advanced him with part of expenses for election campaign from republican budget (article 105).

Nomination of candidates for the position of maslikhat deputies instead of quitted after termination of registration   
If candidates quitted after termination of registration according appropriate electoral district, their number is less than two, district electoral committee directs to the territorial electoral committee submission of prolongation of elections term. In this case candidates for the position of maslikhat deputies are nominated pursuant to the regulations stated in the Law on elections (article 107). 

Definition of elections results
The results of elections on electoral district are formed at the meeting of district electoral committee, conducting on one of voting stations specified by district electoral committee within ten days before elections publishing information of place and time of the meeting in mass media. 

The results are formed on the base of reports of divisional electoral committees, which are delivered to given station.  

Report shall be formed, signed by the Chairman and members of district committee and sent to appropriate territorial electoral committee within two days after elections.  

Copy of report on the results of elections on electoral district shall be posted up in the premises of electoral station for general acquaintance and stay in the premises during three days (point 8-1 of article 43).

At will of attending person, according to the Law on elections, when calculating votes, he/she is granted copy of report signed by the Chairman and the secretary of committee and certified with stamp of electoral committee (point 8-1 of article 43).

District electoral committee forms and posts up in the premises of electoral station, where its meeting had place, preliminary spreadsheet of the results of votes calculation on voting stations for general acquaintance within five days after the elections (point 8-2 of article 43).

Official spreadsheet is composed basing on received reports of the votes calculation results of divisional electoral committees, signed by the Chairman and secretary of district electoral committee and posted up for general acquaintance (point 8-2 of article 43). 

Special electoral committees publish the message of results of maslikhat deputies elections in local mass media within seven days after elections. 

The message of special district electoral committee contains: total number of citizens included into the voting lists and participated in elections; number of votes given for every candidate; number of invalid bulletins on voting stations; last name, first name, patronymic, date of birth, position (occupation), place of residence of elected maslikhat deputies, and at candidate’s discretion, of his/her membership in political party, nationality (point 4, 5 of article 44). 

Candidate for the position of maslikhat deputy is considered as elected, if majority of voters, who participated in elections, voted for this candidate comparing with the others (point 2 of article 111).

Repeat elections of maslikhat deputies 
Repeat elections shall be conducted within two months after initial elections. Electoral arrangements, provided in case of repeat elections, are conducted according to the regulations stated in the Law on elections. With it, territorial electoral committee identifies shorter terms of electoral arrangements.

Local mass media inform of repeat elections (article 110).

Appeal against decisions of electoral committee
Decisions and action (inaction) of electoral committee can be appealed to higher electoral committee or court within ten days after taking decision or fulfillment action (inaction), if other terms of appeal are not stated by the Law on elections. Application for decision or actions of electoral committee is not considered after expiration of stated terms. Preliminary application to higher electoral committee is not obligatory condition for reference to the court.

When application is considered in electoral committee and court simultaneously, electoral committee suspends consideration of application until legal decision comes into force. The court informs electoral committee of received application and coming into legal force of judgment according to the results of its consideration.     
Applications of citizens and organizations about violations of election law are considered by electoral committees within five days after complaint receiving, if other is not provided in the Law on elections.  

Complaints for decisions and action (inaction) of electoral committee and its members are considered by higher committee within three days after complaint receiving, if other is not provided in the Law on elections (article 49). 

Refusal to register candidate or cancellation of decision of registration may be appealed to territorial electoral committee or court within seven days. With it, territorial electoral committee or court delivers judgment on complaint within seven days from the day of complaint delivery (point 7 of article 104).

Responsibility for violation of the law on elections of
 the Republic of Kazakhstan 
Member of electoral committee bears criminal, administrative and other responsibility, provided by the law, for violation of provisions of election law (article 50) 1. 

Central electoral committee  

of the Republic of Kazakhstan  

1 Commemorative booklet contains provisions of the articles of Constitutional law of the Republic of Kazakhstan “On elections in the Republic of Kazakhstan”, resolutions of Central electoral committee of the Republic of Kazakhstan 
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